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The Poor Handmaids of Jesus 

Christ founded St. Mary’s Hospital in 

Centralia in 1909. Thirty years later, 

they were joined by the Felician Sisters 

because the need for care had grown 

beyond their capacity to provide it. In 

Mt. Vernon, the Sisters of St. Francis 

reopened the Thompson Hospital in 

1944 as Good Samaritan Hospital. In 

both locations, the sisters came in 

response to the communities’ need 

for healing, for health care that went 

beyond just medical care. Those 

sisters were the beginning point of 

the ministry that continues today. Our 

work force of approximately 1800 

perseveres in the healing mission 

that began a century ago.
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As you page through this report, you’ll 

see that we put our mission into action every 

day, improving the lives of the people we touch 

by addressing them at their level of need, whether 

that need is physical, mental, or emotional.  We still 

believe, as the sisters did, that no person should be 

denied treatment because of inability to pay.  We answer 

the call to heal, to educate, to act with compassion, 

with a special attention on the particular needs of the 

communities we serve. 

The coming years are very important for both our 

campuses. In Centralia, as we begin preparations to 

celebrate our Centennial Anniversary, and in Mt. Vernon, 

as we look to break ground for a new facility, we are 

proud to be standing on a foundation rooted in the 

ministry of Jesus Christ. We look forward to 

long years of continuing that mission here 

in southern Illinois.


